UNDER STATE'S PROTECTION,
MOYER TELLS EXPERIENCES
~ TO HOUGHTON GRAND JURY

FEOERATIONS
OFFIGERS EO1
WITH SHERIFS

Crowd of Union Men Greet Leader

. on His Arrival From Chitago.
No Development Tending to
Recall Bitterness at Time of
Banishment.

Victor Berger Takes a Hand in
the Situation, But Just How
Much of a One Only a Few
.Enow—Governor Ferris Does
Not See Moyer.

HOUGHTON, Mich., Jan. §.—Chss.
H. Moyer, president of the Western
Federation of Miners, and Charles
Tanner, auditor of the orzganization.
today told to the grdnd jury here
their versions of the depertation of
Dec., 26. Less than two,fiours were
consumed in the grand jury room,
the men then reluming to the same
hotel in’ Hancock, whence the}r were
taken a fortnight ago.

No announcement as to lhe nature
of their testimony was forthcoming
frém any authoritative source, ‘and
| they themselves declined, to grant in- B
terviews. ;

Crowd Meeis Him.

Except for the fact that 2 bl'"
crowd of unién men greeted their
leadeér on his arrival and stood about
the hotel in’ groups while he was
there, no fncident occurred to recall
the intense bitterness that preceded
the deportation. Both federation men
were closely guarded by deputy sher-
ifts; ang there was'a general Teeling
thausmce !hez jwere vnder t!sa_ ofﬁ—

& p

"an all signs of FEsé)
suppressed. - -
_ The mén avere met:at Maw
first junction peint In lhchi"an
reached by train from Chicago, by
two deputies, selected for their fear-
leseness and reliability. Practically
every step of Moyer and Tanner was
guarded by these mnen throughout the

y and evening. Except for their
trips from the railroad station fo the
hotel and ‘to' the courthouse in

anrd back to how-
ever. the two made no appearante iz
public.
on Confers.

Huton. <hief cf counsel of the
Federauon. met the party at the ho~
tel and immediately went into con-
ference with his cliénts. "It is pre.
sumed the developments of Governor
Terris® inquity into strike conditiens
were but ne
was made. Victor Berger, former
Milwaukee congressman, who is here
as a member of a- committee from the
rational Socialist party, was admitted
to the room but ‘only’ after a comsid-
erable wait in the corridor. He
boarded the incoming train at Hough-
ton, but failed to, gain admission to
the locked stateroom.

Governor Ferris and the head aof
the strikers® union did not meet. The
governor left Houshton ia an auto~
moblle early in the afternoon and
did not return for several "hours.
Meanwhile, the federation men had
completed their visit in Houghton.

s
Two panaceas for the sirike situa-
tion were presented to the governor.
AMr. Russel said the executive could
€nd the trouble if he would use his
influence with the mining companies
to force them to recognize the We‘,(-
ern Federation of Miners,
“Will you dd 1t7" hé asked.
“No, sir; I will not,” was the em-
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Ihatie reply, and a few minutes later
he governor added that He did not
know what he would do if the state
of Michigan should order him to rec-
cgnize a church or any other organi-
zation, v

Mr. Berger proposed that all mine
guards and deputies be withdrawn;
that the sound:sense of the citizens bs
trusted to preserve law and order, and
that the state in some way protect
the men from eviction.

He. offered no plan for the accom-
plishment of this latter proposal, and
Alr. tedman suggested the state
might establish tert colonies for the
housing of the men. He said the
rompanies had no lJegal right to own
and rent houses under their charters,
but Grant Feliows, attorney general
of the state, disagreed with him.

Governor Ferris has almost coin-
pleted his personal investigation of:
the strike. He announced tonight his.
search for information would possibly
end tomorrow morning, and at the
latest he would leave the strike zone
at night, going to his home at Big
Rapids.

He has thus far not fuifilled a
promise made when he first arrived.
here, that after getting information
from both sides he intended to exer-
cise ‘powers of persuasion toward a
settlement. There are indications
that this phase of activity will be post-
poned. -

Chief interest centered today in the
testimony of the copper mine oper-
ators. 1t was largely an histerical

i 37 although is was
laid upon the opinion of the indi-
vidual mine officials that umion labor,
as such, was not repugnant to them.
‘They made it plain, however, that the
Western Federation of Miners could
hope for no consideration from com-
pany sources, and they did not hesi-
tale to make the governor know that
this attitude was unchangeable.

Non-Unlonists on Hand.

After this conferenee with the mine
men, the governor met a delezation
of Italian and Finrish non-union
workmen which came to ask state
protection. They spoke through in-
terpreters and told the state exee-
utive they were subjected to daily
threats and abuse from strikers. They
said they had no use for the Western
Federation of Miners or any other
| union,

i Mr. Berger returned to 3Milwankee
shortly after the interview with the
governor. The other members of the
committes were undecided as to when
they would depart.

“Legal Subjects.”

“Legal subjects” agair. occupied the
attention of the governor this even.
Ing and he remained in seclusion with
the attorney general and Georse Ni-
chals, special prosecutor in charge of
grand jury work.

The inguiry ‘by Julius J. Patek of
Ironwood, on behalf of the comsul
general of Austria-Hungary into alle-
gations that natives of that country
had been compelled to work in the
mines against their will was com-
pleted tonight.

Before 'eaving, Mr. Patek dlctated
this statement:

“I shall recommena to the Austrian
government that it take steps for a
writ of habeas corpus in federal
ccurts, basing this recommendation on
evidence which I have collected in
rabout eight cases. If this evidence is
‘true then the South Kearsage and
| Allouez people are guilty of holdinz
| wen in bendage or pacnage.”

JIr. Patek said he was acting for

the consulate of Austria at St. Paul,
mn the jurisdiztion of which this dis-
trict lies. He said the complaints nad
keen filed there, in Cleveland and
Wwith the Austrian minister at Wash-
jlngton. The habeas ccrpus proceed-
ings were reccmmended because he
cculd not find some of the men whaese
relatives had cemplained. In one in-
stance, he said, three men had dis-
2ppeared together and he gave it as
his opinion that they had been shifted
agalnst their will from ‘the mines in
Question to otkers in the distriet.

.




